
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



BOOK REVIEWS 153 

La Petite Propriete Rurale en France. Enquetes Monographiques. 
Office de Renseignements Agricoles. (Paris: Berger-Lev- 
rault et Cie, 1909. Pp. xvi, 348. 3.50 fr.) 

The claim having been made by socialists and others that small 
proprietary landowners in rural districts were gradually disappear- 
ing in France and were joining the ranks of the proletariat, an in- 
quiry into the situation was begun in 1908 at the instigation of J. 
Ruau, minister of agriculture, to determine the exact status of 
small agricultural landowners throughout the country. The in- 
quiries were made under the immediate direction of L. Vassilliere, 
director of agriculture, who enlisted the services of the professors 
of agriculture in the different departments throughout France and 
the presidents of the "chambres de notaires," the former of whom 
were thoroughly acquainted with the economic status of rural 
small holders, while the latter were able to furnish information 
regarding land values and the extent of land in small, medium and 
large holdings. The present volume is the result of these investi- 
gations. 

The data, instead of being organized according to the usual 
statistical method, are presented as a series of readable mono- 
graphs arranged alphabetically by provincial departments. They 
embrace the most reliable information that the French government 
could collect regarding the number, size, character, value, and 
operation of rural small holdings, and of the economic and social 
development of the owners during the past 20 years. Throughout 
these monographs the social condition of the rural population is 
carefully distinguished from the economic. 

In addition to the monographic descriptions, a number of appen- 
dices present maps and statistical tables of value which deal with 
the evolution, valuation, and ownership of small holdings, rates of 
wages paid to laborers, a comparison of the profitableness of 
large and small holdings, and other economic subjects. 

The volume as a whole throws a new light on the agrarian situ- 
ation in France, removing the obscurities and the contradictions 
which in the heat of debate or under the influence of preconceived 
notions have dominated one party or the other. Instead of the 
small holding disappearing and the owner joining the French pro- 
letariat, the rural small proprietor is shown to be making progress 
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while the large holding is being diminished in size because the 
small holding has been found more profitable. The evidence pre- 
sented proves conclusively that the solution of the agrarian prob- 
lem in France will not consist in land nationalization, but in the 
continuance of the present democracy of rural small proprietors, 
who are friendly to order and progress, instructed in their lines of 
work, and satisfied with the present economic and social regime. 
The volume has been carefully supervised, arranged, and edited 
by M. Ribet, assistant minister of agriculture. 

James B. Mobman. 
Washington, D. C. 



Agrarverfassung und Landwirtschaft in Belgien. By J. Frost. 
(Berlin: Deutsche Landwirtschafts-Gesellschaft, 1909. Pp. 
viii, 555. 6 m.) 

This book, which is published by the German Agricultural 
Society, describes the condition of agriculture in Belgium. It 
is divided into five parts : (1) the nature of the land, (2) the agra- 
rian situation, (3) farm equipment and operation in different 
localities, (4) agricultural production, and (5) rural economy. 
The scope of its treatment and the fact that the book is sold to 
members of the society at half-price indicates that it was intended 
primarily for practical farmers in Germany who, from the account 
of agricultural conditions in a neighboring country, might be 
materially aided in meeting their own problems. 

The bulk of the material contained in this treatise is not of much 
general value to American economists. The statistical data are 
brought down only to the year 1905, and many not later than 
1895; much later material may be derived from the Annuaire statis- 
tique de la Belgique or Recensement gSnSral de I 'Agriculture. 
However, the volume is not intended primarily as a book on sta- 
tistics. Such data are presented with a view of showing the 
exact status of agriculture in Belgium at a particular time in order 
to indicate the economic and social change from decade to decade. 
Herein lies the chief value of the volume to economists. Part II, 



